
1 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                             
           

Our Living Statement...  Strathearn United Church 

is a loving Christian community living by faith and 
action, communicating through worship, education, 

fellowship and outreach, greeting the future with hope. 
 

 Minister Rev. Sandy Ferguson 
 Minister Emeritus Rev. Dr. Don Mayne 
 Music Director Kathryn Wood 
 Musician Shannon Hiebert 
 Office Administrator Rena Spiess 
 

LECTIONARY READINGS  
 

July 19:  Genesis 28:10-19a; Psalm 139;  

 Romans 8:12-25; Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

Strathearn United Church welcomes you to our 

Morning Worship where all are welcome! 
12th of July 2020, Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME & GATHERING 
 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE: 
And we learned, perhaps the hard way, that church 
isn’t static. It’s not a building, or a denomination, or a 
non-profit organization. Church is a moment in time 
when the kingdom of God draws near, when a meal, a 
story, a song, an apology, and even a failure is made 
holy by the presence of Jesus among us and within 
us.” - Rachel Held Evans 
 

HYMN: “Welcome to Another Day”         VU408 
 

1 Welcome to another day! Night is blinded. 
 “Welcome,” let creation say; darkness ended. 
 Comes the sunshine after dew, time for labour; 
 time to love my God anew and my neighbour. 
 

2 Welcome to the day of prayer with God’s people; 
 welcome is the joy we share at this table. 
 Bread and wine from heaven fall; come, receive it 
 that the Christ may reign in all who believe it. 
 

3 Welcome is the peace that’s given, sure for ever; 
 welcome is the hope of heaven when life’s over. 
 As we work and as we pray, trust God’s story: 
 come then, as the dawning day heralds glory! 
 

Words: Michael Saward 1980 © 1982 Hope Publishing Company.  

Music: Public Domain 

All rights reserved. Used with permission. One License A-723530 
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A NEW CREED:                  VU918 
 

We are not alone, we live in God’s world.  

We believe in God who has created and is creating, 

who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to 

reconcile and make new, who works in us and 

others by the Spirit.  

We trust in God. We are called to be the Church: to 

celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect in 

Creation, to love and serve others, to seek justice 

and resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, crucified and 

risen, our judge and our hope. 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.   

We are not alone. Thanks be to God. 
 

The United Church of Canada, General Council 1968, alt. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION & ASSURANCE OF 

GRACE 

One: O God, mercifully receive the prayers of Your 

 people who call upon You in this time of 

 confession. 

All: God, we are Your people, yet we confess 

 there are times when we struggle.  We yearn 

 for healing as we endure our brokenness.  In 

  prayer may we be touched by Your grace so 

 we may love ourselves and one another as 

 You love us.  (Silence) 

One: God have mercy. 

All: Christ have mercy. 

One: God have mercy. 

 As we pray God listens and with grace we are 

 made whole…The Kingdom of God is at hand! 

 Let us pray together… 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be  

 thy Name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be  

 done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this  

 day our daily bread, and forgive us our  

 trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass  

 against us.  And lead us not into temptation, 

 But deliver us from evil.  For thine is the  

 kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for  

 ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

HYMN: “Take Time to Be Holy”      VU672 
 

1 Take time to be holy, speak oft with your Lord; 

 abide in him always, and feed on his word. 

 Make friends of God’s children, help those who are  

 weak, forgetting in nothing his blessing to seek. 
 

2 Take time to be holy, let him be your guide, 

 and run not before him, whatever betide. 

 In joy or in sorrow, still follow the Lord, 

 and, looking to Jesus, still trust in his word. 
 

3 Take time to be holy, be calm in your soul, 

 each thought and each motive beneath his control. 

 Thus led by his spirit to fountains of love, 

 you soon shall be fitted for service above. 
 

Words: William D. Longstaff. Music: George C. Stebbins 

Words and Music: Public Domain 
 

WE SHARE IN GOD’S WORD 
 

Psalm 115:105: Your word is a lamp to my feet and a 
light to my path 
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READING FROM THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 13:1-9, 18-23 
One: The Word of God, for the People of God. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

MINISTRY OF MUSIC 
 

SERMON 
 

OFFERING INVITATION: 
We would like to thank those who have supported us 

by continuing to maintain their PAR monthly bank 

payments and those sending their envelopes and also 

cheques to the church during this time of virtual weekly 

church services. For those that are able and willing to 

offer further support you can do so by following the link 

on our Facebook page or our website at 

strathearnuc.com to CanadaHelps.org to make a 

voluntary donation to us.  If you do so CanadaHelps 

will issue the charitable donation receipt to you. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: 
Likewise, the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we 

do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very 

Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 

And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the  

mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the 

saints according to the will of God. 

    Paul’s Letter to the Romans 8:26-27 
 

One: God, we gather before You in prayer.  God, we 

 give thanks to all who serve in such days.  Those 

 who ensure that we have food, water, heat and 

 the tools to connect with one another.  May we 

 not forget what they endured on our behalf.  We 

 give thanks for all in the field of healthcare.  

 Nurses and doctors on the frontline, caring for 

 those in need.  Researchers looking for tools to 

 fight this virus.  Service workers and 

 administrators who keep our healthcare systems 

 working.  And God we give thanks to those who 

 we connect with, who remind us that we are not 

 alone in such times.  God we pray for our world 

 For those who struggle.  For those who suffer.  

 Those who yearn for hope.  We pray that the 

 leaders of nations will work together to serve a 

 world in need, and that they learn from the 

 example of those who have served.  And God 

 we come to You with the prayers of our hearts. 

 For those who we know who struggle with illness 

 of the mind, body and spirit.  For those who are 

 alone.  For those who yearn for connection 

 These names we bring to you…(Silence)… 

 Amen. 
 

HYMN: “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”             VU481 
 

1 Sent forth by God’s blessing, our true faith 

confessing, 

  the people of God from this dwelling take leave. 

 The supper is ended, O now be extended 

  the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

 The seed of Christ’s teaching, receptive souls 

reaching, 

  shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

 God’s grace did invite us, God’s love shall unite us 

  to work for the kingdom and answer its call. 
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2 With praise and thanksgiving to God ever living, 

  the tasks of our everyday life we will face. 

 Our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring, 

  embracing God’s children of each tribe and race. 

 With your feast you feed us, with your light now lead 

us; unite us as one in this life that we share. 

 Then may all the living with praise and thanksgiving 

  give honour to Christ and the name that we bear. 
 

Words: Omer Westendorf © 1964 World Library Publications, Inc.  

Arrangement: 1972 Contemporary Worship 4: Hymns for Baptism and Holy 

Communion. © Augsburg Fortress Publishers.  

All rights reserved. Used with permission. One License A-723530 
 

SENDING FORTH FROM THE WORLD COUNCIL 
OF CHURCHES 
One: To be more patient give us strength, God.  To 
 become peace-makers, equip us, God.  To be 
 right, give us Your light, God.  To accept our 
 faults, give us humility, God.  To be in solidarity 
 with those who suffer, give us empathy, God.  
 That our actions will be guided by love, give us 
 Your Spirit, God. 
 

PRAYER CYCLE OF THE WEEK 
 

Church Family:  Joy Flack, Joyce & Bruce Flesher, 

Deborah Fisher, Agostini-Foroud Family, Clare Forton 

Within Strathearn United:  Mission & Outreach 

Northern Spirit Region: Clairmont United Church 

World Council of Churches:  Djibouti, Somalia  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Rummage Sale & all Activities & 
Gatherings at the Church:  
Postponed until further notice.  
 
Update from the Official Board: 
Following the Board meeting on 
Thursday, July 9, 2020. It was 
determined that for the safety of the 
congregation and our community, 
we will not rush into re-opening the 
Church. We have started a 
discernment re-opening plan as 

outlined by the United Church of Canada in 
accordance with rules set out by the Alberta 
Government. We are looking at a possible opening 
date in later September/October. The church is in the 
process of getting a Zoom Account which will allow us 
to continue our programming via computer, and those 
without computer access will be able to join the 
conversations via telephone. Technical assistance will 
be available. Programming updates to TBA. 
 

Emails Updates: Worship Links & News: To receive 
updates, please phone the office. Personal info is kept 
confidential.  Check out our Sunday worship services 
on our Youtube channel, or follow the link on our 
facebook or website, www.strathearnuc.com. 

 

Summer Office Hours & Holidays:  
Office:  Tuesday – Thursday, Noon – 4:00 pm,  
 Monday & Friday closed.  
Sandy: Holidays, July 13th – 27th (Sunday worship 
 leadership for July 19 & 26, TBA) 
Rena: Holidays - TBA  
 

http://www.strathearnuc.com/

