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Our Living Statement...  Strathearn United Church 

is a loving Christian community living by faith and 
action, communicating through worship, education, 

fellowship and outreach, greeting the future with hope. 

 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
                                                                      

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 Minister Rev. Sandy Ferguson 
 Minister Emeritus Rev. Dr. Don Mayne 
 Music Director Kathryn Wood 
 Guest Musician Kim Cousineau 
 (Musician Shannon Hiebert) 
 Office Administrator Rena Spiess 
 
 

LECTIONARY READINGS  
 

August 1:  2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a; Psalm 51;  

   Ephesians 4:1-16; John 6:24-35 
 

Strathearn United Church welcomes you to our 

Morning Worship where all are welcome! 
25th of July 2021, Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

We, the congregation of Strathearn United Church, are 
situated on Treaty 6, traditional lands of the First 

Nations and the Metis People. 
 

WELCOME & GATHERING 
 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE:  
But the gospel doesn't need a coalition devoted to 

keeping the wrong people out.  It needs a family of 

sinners, saved by grace, committed to tearing down 

the walls, throwing open the doors, and shouting, 

"Welcome! There's bread and wine. Come eat with us 

and talk." This isn't a kingdom for the worthy; it's a 

kingdom for the hungry.  - Rachel Held Evans 
 

HYMN “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”    VU468 
 

1 Let us talents and tongues employ, reaching out 
with a shout of joy: bread is broken, the wine is 
poured, Christ is spoken and seen and heard. 

   

Refrain:   
 Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 
 pass the Word around: loaves abound! 
 Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 
 pass the Word around: loaves abound! 
 

2 Christ is able to make us one, at the table he sets 
the tone, teaching people to live to bless, 

 love in word and in deed express.  R 
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3 Jesus calls us in, sends us out, bearing fruit in a 
world of doubt, gives us love to tell, bread to share: 

 God (Immanuel) everywhere!   
   

Refrain:   
 Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 
 pass the Word around: loaves abound! 
 Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 
 pass the Word around: loaves abound! 

 

Words: Fred Kaan 1975. Music (Adaptation Doreen Potter): © 1975 Hope Publishing Co. 

All rights reserved. Used with permission. One License A-723530 
 

PRAYER OF APPROACH:   
One: God, we gather before You.  We hunger for You.  

 Yet we struggle to meet our need.  Sometimes 

 we make faith complicated.  Forgetting how it 

 can be revealed in a moment of simplicity.  The 

 Kingdom proclaimed through Jesus sharing 

 bread and fish.  Amen. 
 

A NEW CREED 
We are not alone, we live in God’s world. We 

believe in God who has created and is creating, 

who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to 

reconcile and make new, who works in us and 

others by the Spirit. We trust in God. We are called 

to be the Church: to celebrate God’s presence, to 

live with respect in Creation, to love and serve 

others, to seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim 

Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope. 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with 

us. We are not alone.  Thanks be to God. 
 

The United Church of Canada, General Council 1968, alt. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF 
GRACE:  
“I realized that sometimes the best thing we can do for 

each other is talk honestly about being wrong.” 
Nadia Bolz-Weber 

 

All: God, before You we confess, our struggles to 

 love You, to love one another, to love 

 ourselves.  God, we are sorry.  (Silence) 

One: God have mercy. 

All: Christ have mercy. 

One: God have mercy. 

 With confession, there is a moment of 

 connection with God, with one another and 

 ourselves.  A connection that opens to us the 

 wonder of grace  The wonder of being loved and 

 then the invitation to love God, one another and 

 ourselves.  Let us pray together: 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 

 thy name, Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be 

 done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

 day our daily bread, and forgive us our 

 trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

 against us. And lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

 kingdom, the power and the glory, forever 

 and ever.  Amen. 
 

HYMN “Just as I Am”                VU508 
 

1 Just as I am, without  one plea, but that thy blood 

was shed for me, and that thou bidd’st me come to 

thee, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
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2 Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; sight, riches, 

healing of the mind, yea, all I need, in thee to find, 

 O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

3 Just as I am, though tossed about with many a 

conflict, many a doubt, fightings and fears within, 

without, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

4 Just as I am, thy love unknown has broken every 

barrier down; now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 

 O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

  Words and Music: Public Domain 
 

WE SHARE IN GOD’S WORD 
 

A READING FROM THE GOSPEL OF MARK 6:35-44 
One: The Word of God for the People of God 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

MINISTRY OF MUSIC 
 

SERMON 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Rejoice in the God always; Again I will say, Rejoice!  

Let your gentleness be known to everyone.  God is 

near.  Do not worry about anything, but in everything 

by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 

requests be made known to God. 

 - Paul’s Letter to the Philippians 4:4-6 
 

One: God, we thank You as you listen to the prayers 

 of our hearts.  We thank You as You share in the 

 joys and challenges of our everyday life.  And as 

  we give thanks to You, may we be aware of the 

 people in our lives who share their blessings with 

 us, and in silence give thanks for their living 

 witness to Your love amongst us. (Silence) God, 

 we pray for Your creation, the world we live in.  

 For all who struggle in difficult days. For those 

 who cry out for justice. For those who search for 

 hope. For those who yearn for healing. For those 

 living their lives hoping for better days. God, the 

 world as we have shaped it fails to be the world 

 You hoped for.  Yet You have faith that we will 

 be Your witness to Your love for all.  So, God we 

 pray that you will fill us  with Your justice, Your 

 strength and Your compassion.  And in doing so 

 we will be the people who reach out to the lost of 

 this world and say, “You are not alone.”  Let it 

 begin with prayer as God we come to You with 

 the prayers of our hearts.  For those who we 

 know who struggle with illness of the mind, body 

 and spirit.  For those who are alone.  For those 

 who yearn for connection. These names we 

 bring to you.  (Silence)  Amen. 
 

HYMN: “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”       VU651 
 

1 Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, 

  pilgrim through this barren land. 

 I am weak, but thou art mighty, 

  hold me with thy powerful hand. 

 Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

  feed me till I want no more, 

  feed me till I want no more. 
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2 Open now the crystal fountain, 

  whence the healing stream doth flow; 

 let the fire and cloudy pillar 

  lead me all my journey through. 

 Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 

  be thou still my strength and shield, 

  be thou still my strength and shield. 
 

3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

  bid my anxious fears subside; 

 death of death, and hell’s destruction, 

  land me safe on Canaan’s side: 

 songs of praises, songs of praises 

  I will ever give to thee, 

  I will ever give to thee. 
 

  Words and Music: Public Domain 
 

SENDING FORTH: 
One: Jesus celebrates the Kingdom of God, through 

 the sharing of bread and fish.  We celebrate the 

 Kingdom of God, through the sharing of 

 compassion and serving one another.   

 Amen. 
 

PRAYER CYCLE OF THE WEEK 
 

Church Family: Jim Southern & Family, Karen Spurrell, 
Gordon Squire, Edith Stephens, Supervich Family  

Within Strathearn United:  Property and Facilities 

Northern Spirit Region:  Riverbend United Church 

World Council of Churches:   

 Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo, Rwanda  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Our Renters and Groups:  If you need to access 
rooms and supplies, please call the office first. 
 

Update from the Official Board:   
 

• Our Annual Congregational Meeting is planned for 

September 19, and we will meet in the Sanctuary 

following worship. We will integrate the Nominations 

Meeting with the ACM. You will be updated three 

weeks prior to the meeting. 
 

• Each month the Board assesses the situation, and 

we are looking at a partial building opening mid-

August, following guidelines and vaccine numbers. 

New info available July 27. 
 

Summer Office Hours and Staff Holidays: 

• Office Hours: Tues to Thurs – Noon to 4:00 pm; 
Mondays & Fridays – Closed. 
 

• Kathryn Wood: Does not work July and August. 
 

• Shannon Hiebert: Holidays from July 25 to August 
29; Kim Cousineau will be the guest musician. 
 

• Rena Spiess: Holidays are July 19 – 23; Aug 9 - 13. 
Mail and messages will be checked. If you need 
Pastoral Care, call Rev Sandy at 780-490-7799, or 
email him directly at revsandy01@gmail.com 
 

• Rev Sandy: Holidays to be determined… 
 
Emails, Links & News: Check us out on Youtube, 
Facebook or www.strathearnuc.com. 

http://www.strathearnuc.com/

