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Our Living Statement...  Strathearn United Church 

is a loving Christian community living by faith and 
action, communicating through worship, education, 

fellowship and outreach, greeting the future with hope. 
 

 Minister Rev. Sandy Ferguson 
 Minister Emeritus Rev. Dr. Don Mayne 
 Music Director Kathryn Wood 
 Musician Shannon Hiebert 
 Office Administrator Rena Spiess 
 

LECTIONARY READINGS  
 

September 27:  Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 78;  

 Philippians 2:1-13; Matthew 21:23-32 

Strathearn United Church welcomes you to our 

Morning Worship where all are welcome! 
20th of September 2020, 16th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME & GATHERING 
 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE:  
 Be O Lord, a guiding star above me. A smooth path 
 below me.  A kindly shepherd behind me.  And a 
 bright flame before me.  Today, tonight and forever.  
 Amen.  By Saint Columba 
 

HYMN: “God Is Here”        VU389 
 

1 God is here! As we your people meet to offer praise 
and prayer, may we find in fuller measure what it is 
in Christ we share.  Here, as in the world around us, 

 all our varied skills and arts wait the coming of the 
Spirit into open minds and hearts. 

 

2 Here are symbols to remind us of our lifelong need 
of grace; here are table, font, and pulpit; here the 
cross has central place. Here in honesty of 
preaching, here in silence, as in speech, here, in 
newness and renewal, God the Spirit comes to each. 

 

3 Here our children find a welcome in the Shepherd’s 
flock and fold; here as bread and wine are taken, 

 Christ sustains us, as of old. Here the servants of 
the Servant seek in worship to explore what it 
means in daily living  to believe and to adore. 

 

4 God of all, of church and kingdom, in an age of 
change and doubt keep us faithful to the gospel; 
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help us work your purpose out. Here, in this day’s 
dedication, all we have to give, receive; we, who 
cannot live without you, we adore you! We believe! 

 

Words: Fred Pratt Green © 1979 Hope Publishing Co.  Music: Public Domain. 

All rights reserved. Used with permission. One License A-723530 
 

A NEW CREED:                  VU918 
We are not alone, we live in God’s world.  

We believe in God who has created and is creating, 

who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to 

reconcile and make new, who works in us and 

others by the Spirit.  

We trust in God. We are called to be the Church: to 

celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect in 

Creation, to love and serve others, to seek justice 

and resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, crucified and 

risen, our judge and our hope. 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.   

We are not alone. Thanks be to God. 
 

The United Church of Canada, General Council 1968, alt. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION & ASSURANCE OF 
 GRACE: 
 

“I believe that God’s word of grace can also come 
through simple, imperfect everyday human love.” 

Nadia Bolz-Weber 
 

All: God in the wrong we have done and in the 

 good we have not done, forgive us.  We have 

 sinned in ignorance.  We have sinned in 

 weakness.  We have sinned through our own 

 deliberate fault.  God we are sorry.  We 

 repent and turn to you.  Forgive us and renew 

 our lives.  (Silence) 

One: Lord, have mercy on us. 

All: Christ, have mercy on us. 

One: Lord, have mercy on us. Through grace we are 

 blessed with the opportunity to be new people 

 and to try again to be who God intends us to be.  

 Let it begin with prayer: 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be  
 thy Name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be  
 done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this  
 day our daily bread, and forgive us our  
 trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass  
 against us.  And lead us not into temptation, 
 But deliver us from evil.  For thine is the  
 kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for  
 ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

HYMN: “For the Fruit of All Creation”     VU227 
 

1 For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God. 
 For the gifts to every nation, thanks be to God. 
 For the ploughing, sowing, reaping, 
 silent growth while we are sleeping, future needs in 

earth’s safekeeping, thanks be to God. 
 

2 In the just reward of labour, God’s will is done. 
 In the help we give our neighbour, God’s will is done. 
 In our worldwide task of caring 
 for the hungry and despairing, 
 in the harvests we are sharing, God’s will is done. 
 

3 For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God. 
 For the good we all inherit, thanks be to God. 
 For the wonders that astound us, 
 for the truths that still confound us, 
 most of all that love has found us, thanks be to God. 
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Words: Fred Pratt Green © 1970 Hope Publishing Co.  Music: Public Domain. 

All rights reserved. Used with permission. One License A-723530 
 

WE SHARE IN GOD’S WORD 
 

Psalm 119:105 
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path 

 

READING THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 20:1-16 
 

One: The Word of God, for the People of God 
All: Thanks be to God 
 

MINISTRY OF MUSIC 
 

SERMON 
 

OFFERING INVITATION: 
We would like to thank those who have supported us 

by continuing to maintain their PAR monthly bank 

payments or sending in their envelope givings to the 

church during this time of virtual weekly church 

services. For those that are able and willing to offer 

further support you can do so by following the link on 

our Facebook page or website at strathearnuc.com to 

CanadaHelps.org to make a voluntary donation to us,   

and CanadaHelps will issue you a tax receipt.  
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: 
God, make your will known to us, and be patient with 

us.  - Adapted from Common Prayer 
 

One: God, we gather before You in prayer.  God, we 
 give thanks to all who serve in such days.  Who 
 serve to bring healing, comfort and hope in these 
 trying days.  May we not forget what they 
 endured on our behalf.  May we give thanks for 
 the people in our lives who walk with us in these 
 days and in silence, we give thanks for their 

 presence… (Silence).  God we struggle, and 
 we pray for Your  compassion that allows us to 
 be at peace with that.  Let us be honest with 
 ourselves, we live in difficult times, and 
 sometimes we struggle to be the best that we 
 can be.  We are weary.  But let us struggle and 
 be honest with ourselves, knowing that God is 
 with us in these moments, caring for us, being 
 with us.  God we pray for our world and those 
 who yearn for hope.  A world struggling with 
 many crisis, natural and human-made.  The 
 ongoing challenge of COVID-19.  Conflicts 
 around the globe.  Economic turmoil around the 
 world and our province.  We pray for anxious 
 staff and parents struggling over the return of 
 kids to school and universities.  And God we 
 come to You with the prayers of our hearts.  For 
 those who we know who struggle with illness of 
 the mind, body and spirit.  For those who are 
 alone.  For those who yearn for connection.  
 These names we bring to you… (Silence) Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN: “Just as I Am”      VU508 
 

1 Just as I am, without  one plea, but that thy blood 
was shed for me, and that thou bidd’st me come to 
thee, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

2 Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; sight, riches, 
healing of the mind, yea, all I need, in thee to find, 

 O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

3 Just as I am, though tossed about with many a 
conflict, many a doubt, fightings and fears within, 
without, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
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4 Just as I am, thy love unknown has broken every 
barrier down; now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 

 O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

Words and Music: Public Domain. 
 

SENDING FORTH 
One: We proclaim God is with us.  Let us live this 
 statement by sharing God’s love with an open 
 and reckless heart.  Hoping for unexpected 
 revelations of grace.  Within ourselves and in the 
 lives of the people around us.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER CYCLE OF THE WEEK 
 

Church Family:  Mamie & Bruce McDonald,  

Joyce McGilvray, Gladys McGregor, Gordon McLeod 

Within Strathearn United:  Trustees 

Northern Spirit Region:  Community United Church, 
 Telfordville Pastoral Charge 

World Council of Churches:  
 Bolivia, Brazil, Chile and Peru 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Emails Updates: Worship Links & News: To receive 
updates, please phone the office. Also, check out our 
services on our Youtube channel, or follow the link on 
our facebook or website www.strathearnuc.com. 

 

All Rentals & Gatherings at the Church:  Postponed 
until further notice. We have no custodian at this time. 
If you need to access rooms and supplies or use the 
washrooms, please call the office first, so we can 
follow hygiene and safety guidelines. Thank you. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS continued… 
 

Update from 
the Official Board: 
The Board met on Wednesday, 
September 9, and we are in the 
process of creating and 
implementing a re-opening plan. 
There are restrictions and 
guidelines both for pre-opening 
and during opening that need to 
be followed without exception.  
We acknowledge that our 
congregation is a vulnerable 
population and as such we are 
proposing October 18 as our first 

bi-monthly, modified worship service in the Sanctuary, 
following all of the safety regulations and if the COVID 
numbers remain the same or lower. An information 
sheet of “Procedures to be Implemented” will be 
emailed/mailed to all congregation members and 
friends and also available at the office. We will use 
Zoom (conference platform) for upcoming communion 
services and for programming, such as Christian 
Development and church groups. All Zoom meetings 
can also be reached via telephone. 
 

Regular Office Hrs:  Mon - Thurs, 12 - 4; Fri, 10 - 4  
 

Upcoming Dates in the Church Calendar: 
October 4: World Communion Sunday (via Zoom) 
October 11: Thanksgiving Sunday 
October 18: World Food Sunday (possible collection 
    for the Edmonton Food Bank, TBA) 
October 25: Reformation Sunday 

http://www.strathearnuc.com/

